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A
PHILACTERTIA
For Tuch
GENTLEMEN, as may be inclined to
become Free-Masons.

GENTLEMEN,

F the love of knowledge, intereft, com

or dear curiofity, thould take poffeffion of any
corner of your heads or hearts, and work ym
to a defire of becomin frnc-mé{'ons in fucﬂ
cafe, 1 beg leave to r:%:r my fcrvme as your
gu:dc to the lodge door : this propsfal, will not
(I hope) be difagreeable to you, confidering that

I am the firft perfon that ever offered affiftance

in this ‘manner. But, before we fet -out, it is
neceffary that you carefully -examine whether you
are properly equipt for fuch an undertaking

To this end, be it known toyou gcnt]emen, that -

mn every warrantcd Lodge they have the following

order, wviz.

*Any perfon defirous of being made a free-mafon
in the lodge, fhall be propofed by a member thereof,
that is to fay, his name, age, defcription of his
perfnn title, or tra,d: and placc of nee ; tha:

¥

( i )

fuch propofal fhall be made in lodge hours * as
leaft one -night before the initiation, in
or%er that the breth:el:l may have fufficient timg
and o nity to make a ftri& e into the
morals, charatgter and curcumﬂanzgsug the can-
didate ; and the brother that propofes him fhall at
the fame time depofite fuch a fum (of the candi-
date’s meney) as the majority fhall think fufficient
(not lefs then one crown) to infure the lodge that
the candidate will attend according to the propofal.
And if the lodge approve his perfon, age, cha-
ra@er and circumftances, and therefore initiate
him into the myftry &c. he thall pay whatfoever
fum the brethren fhall think proper (not lefs than
two guineas) and cloath the lodge - if required.
But if thelodge think the candidate unworthy,
and refufe to make him, his money fhall be faith-
fully returned to him; but, in cafe the }
approve his perfon and charadter &c. and
refufe to be made, then thall he forfeit his money
for the benehit of diftreffed free malons. And it is
hereby ordered and declared, that no perfon is
capable of becoming a member of the lodge, but
fuch as are of mature age, upright in body and
limbs, free from bondage, has the fenfes of a

man,

® That is from the vernal to the autumnal equinox, be-
tween feven and ten o’clock in the evening, and from the
afitumnal to the vernal equinox following, tween fix and
nine o'clock, -

+ By cloathing is meant white aprons and ﬂf"" not
only for every member’ in thclodge, but alfo for all their
mves and fweethearts,
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{ #ix )
inan, and is endowed with #n eftate, office, trade,
occupdtion, or -fome vifible way of acquiring an
honeft and reputable livelibood, as becomes the
members of this moft ancient and honourable
fraternity. * .

By this regulation you fee that the free mafons
will make a ftrict [thouF)) private) enguiry into
your charadter and abi |?' :  And therefore I
advife you to be as circum on your fide. Per-
haps, you may think that it will be impoffible for
you to diftinguith the from bad, amongft
a people who%c itthE?rOd iar ftudy to d
all things fecret. Let not fuch a-thought difcou
you, when I affure you, ﬂutg‘u have a faith
guide, who has made free mafonry (both antient
and modern) his conftant ftudy for twenty years
palt, and thinks it a duty ineumbent oh {ﬁ.ﬂl,
to give you thefe inftructions,

In the firlt place, when you intend to be
imade a free mafon, go with your friend to the
lodge, and defire him to fhew you the warrant

cz . or;

* To this [ beg leave to add a word or two: The per-
fons to whom I now fpeﬂ:, are the men of fome education
and an honeft Charater, butin low circumftances ; [ fa?,
let them firft confider their income and families, and know,
that free m:i’nury ru]uues alliﬁl)r, attendance, and a saod
aﬂ)eara.n:e to maintain and fupport it’s antient and honour=
able grandeur. Be it alfo remembered, that they have nb
4itle to the general charity, until they prove, thatthey have
I;lucn formerly in reputable, at leaft, in tolerable circum-

20CET.
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contemptible into the bargain. #° Doubﬂ;:&- Iym!.:
uc

will wonder how, or by what means,
abandoned wretches got admittance into a frater-
nity which beait of fo much honour and virtue,
as to level themfelves with Kings and princes,
cipecially, if they adhere ftriftly to the foregoing
regulation. To this 1 anfwer, that fome of the
Landlords,+ where the lodges are held, do often
recomminend perfons to be made free mafons,
‘and that the lucrative view takes place (too often)
where impartiality, honefty and virtue ought to be
the points of fight. That others have fiood the
teft of the {tricteft fcrutiny, behaved well for many
years, and afterwards fell into all manner of vices,
which ferves to fhew the inftability and weaknefs
of mankind, and that all the do&rine and laws
upon earth (without the grace of God) is not fuf-
ficient to make men wife or deter them from evil.
Neverthelefs (in the fyf{cu‘l of free malonry) there
are many ways to mend the manners, polith the
difpofition, corret the Judgment, and refine the
tafte.of a foul virtuoufly inclined. And as the
number

# For a confirmation hereof read the tig}lth Rtgdatiun,
(page §B) where itis ordered, that no perfon fo made, nor
any concerned in making him, fhall he aFrmd officer, nor
an officer of any particularlodﬁ, nor fhallany fuch partake
of the general charity, if they fhould come to wantic.

+ 1 do not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro-
ceedings, becaufe [ know many of them that abhor finifter
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary intereft, before they
would break thruugh m}'of the facred rules or orders of the
craft, .
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or difpenfation by which the lodge is held ; that is
to fay, an inftrument printed or written upon

rchment and figned by fome -noble grand
mafter, his Deputy and grand wardens, and
grand fecretary, and fealed with their grand lodge
feal &cc. conflituting and “appointing particular
perfons (therein named) as mafter and wardens,
with full power to congregate and hold a lodge
at fuch a place, and therein make and admit
free mafons, according to the moft antient and
honourable cuftom of the royal craft, in all ages
and nations throughout the known world, with
full power and authority to nominate, chufe and
inftall their fucceflors &c. When they produce this
authority or warrant, then call for the by-laws,
and (having l:::rimiﬂ!," perul‘td them) confider
whether your natural difpofition will incline you
to be conformable to them. Next call for the
roll or lift of the members, where you may find
the names of fome of your intimate and moft
efteemed friends, or perhaps the names of fuch
{other of your acquaintance) as you would not
chufe to affociate with. If thefe refearches prove

.:grccable, then you may venture to lay down the
c

pofite money, (as it is called) but if they do
not praduce the grand mafler’s authority by war-
rant or difpenfation, you are to look upon them
nct only as the magma of free malons, but the
wery dregs of mankind, who (under the cloak of
‘brotherly love) are ever upon the watch for an
opportunity o pick your pockets, and make you
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sumber of good and wife free-maftins have divways
greatly exceeded that of the foolith and wicked;
it would be as abfurd to condemn the whole for
part, as it would be in the Jews to condemn Shem
and Japhet for the corfe brought upon Ham; or
the Chriftians, to condemm the eleven apoftles;
becaufe Judas turned traitor.  But this is not
altogether the bufinefs of a guide, therefore I beg
leave to reaflume my proper charater, and earn-
eftly defire you to thun mafon clubs, that is to fay;
lodges formed without authority, for you may reit
fully affured, that fuch clubs are generally com-
fed of excloded members, or perfons clan=
cftinely made by them, and mnﬁ:cqn:ntl_',r in=
capable of giving proper inftructions to their pupils.
Or admit them capable of giving proper inftruc+
tions, even then ; the new brethren will be led in
the dark, becaufe it is the intereft of the rebel
party to conceal the effentials af the craft, which,
if revealed, muft of courfe prove themifelves to be
villains. Therefore, in order to aveid falling into
fuch hands, I earnefily beg of you, to have no
‘cornmunication with any lodge or fet of men
under the denomination of a free mafons lodge,
until they produce the grand mafter's authority,
figned and fealed as before mentioned.  But
having produced fuch authority, you may then
enter tn the name of God! where you will be ace
quainted with myfteries, which are not permitted
to be revealed by a guide, efpecially out of the
lodge: And if after fuch enterance or admiffion
wou find that I have mifled you, I do hereby give
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full liberty blind guid
gzulf upumewue:c?{;;l:e xa: my m

(s well as my intentions) were uﬁ then I
will do me the honour of calling me a faith-
ul brother.  And that the God o a.ll light and

;ruxh]slwhms the giver of all good gifts and graces)
per, and dirett you, in all your
blic and peivate (lswful) undestakings, s the

hearty prayer of,

GENTLEMEN,

Your faithful and obedient fervant,

Laurence Ijtrrnou.
(xxv)

ére 1ft. Whetber free mafonry, as prai¥ifed in
annmmr lodges, s univerfal? ﬂﬂjr procf

Anfer. Yes.

ad. Whether what i called modern mfm is
unverfil §

Anfawer, No.

3d, Whether there is any material difference
between the antient and modern ?

:fvy" A great deal, becaufe an antient mafon can
not only make himfelf known to his brother,
but in cafe of neceffity can difcover his very
thoughts to him, in refence of a modern,
without being able to d
them are free mafons.

dth. Whether a modern mafon may, wﬁ fa ﬁgr,
communicate all bis fecrets fo am antient mgﬁm .

Af. Yes.

sth. Whether an antient mafin may, with. the like:
Jafety, communicate all bis fecrets, to a mdem
mafon, without furtber ceremony #

Anf. No. For as a Science cnmprchmds an Art,
(though an art cannot comprchend a fcience)
" even fo antient mafonry contains every thing
valuable amongft the moderns, as well as many

gmjhthaturhcruf‘ '

{ xxiv )

Having taken my leave of the ftrangers, I now
beg leave to addrefs myfelf to the GEnTLEMEN
OF THE MOST ANTIENT AND HONOURABLE
FrATERNITY,

GENTLEMEN and BRETHREN,

EVERAL eminent crafifmen refiding in
Scotland, Ireland, America and other parts
both abroad and at home, have greatly im-
tuned me, to give them fome account of what
15 called modern mafonry in London. I cannot
be difpleafed with fuch importunities, becaufe I
. had the like curiofity myielf, about fixteen or
feventeen years ago, when | was firft introduced
inta that fociety. However, before I proceed any
farther concerning the difference between antient
and modern, 1 think it my duty, to declare
folemnly before God and man, that I have not
the lealt antipathy againft the gentlemen members
of the modern fociety; but, on the contrary, love
and refpect them, becaufe I have found the
generality of them to be hearty cocks and good
fellows (as the bacchanalian phrafe is) and many
of them I believe to be worthy of receiving every
b}:ﬂin that good men can afk or heaven beftow.
T hope that this declaration will acquit me of any
defign of giving offence, elpecially if the following
quer]cs and anfwers be J‘Jght]j,r confidered.

(xxdi ).

other things that cannot be revealed without
additignal ceremonies.

bth. Whether a perfon, mads in the modern manner,

md not after the antient cuffom of the craft, bas

right to be calleafree and accepted, according
intent and meaning of the words ?

Anf. His being unqualified t6 appear in a mafter’s
odge, according to the univerfal fyftem of
nry, renders the appellation improper.

ra I

“nh Whether it is paﬁﬁ:’r ta initiate or infroduce
a modern mafon into a royal arch lodge (the very

ence of mafinry) without making bim ga
igh the antiert ceremonies.

.d'fy': No.

8th. What Art or Science bas been introduced and
praflifed in London without rfcfmmg the .k‘y?
umprovement ?

Anf. Free mafonry. .

gth. Whetber the prefent members of modern !adgu
are blameable for deviating fo much from the old
land marks §

Anf. No. Becaufe the innovation was made in
the reign of king G the firlt, and the new "
form was delivered as orthodox to the prefent
members.
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1oth. Therefore as it is natural for each party, to
maintain_the orthodoxy of their mafenical precep-
tors. How fhall we diflinguifb the original and
mofl sfeful fyfem ? |
Anf. The number of antient mafons, compared
with the moderns, being as ninety-nine to one,
proves the univerfality of the old order, and
the utility thereof appears by the love and
refpect thewn -to the brethren, in confequence
of their fuperior abilities in converfing with, and
diftinguithing the mafons of all tountries and
denominations, a circumftance, peculiar to
anatient mafons. ) .
I am fo well acquainted with the truth of what
I have juft now inferted, that Iam not in the
lm.f{.a henfive of being contradited. But if
any perion fheuld hereafter labour under the fpirit
‘of oppofition, I fhall (even then) be contented, as
] am fure of having the majority upon my fide.

Therofore, In order to fatisfy the importunities
of my good Brethren (particularly the Right
worthiptul and very worthy Gentlemen of
America, who for their charjtable difpofition,
prudent choice of members and good conduct in
general, deferve the unanimous thanks and ap-
plaufe of the mafonical world) be it known,
that the innovation, already mentioned,
arofe upon the fall of a Granp MasTEr,
namely Sir Chriftopher Wren, who (as Dettor

( xxix )

Such ufage, added to Sir Chriftopher’s great age,
was more than enough to make him decline all
public affemblies. And the mafter mafons then
in London were fo much difgufted at the treat-
ment of their old and excellent grand mafter, that
they would not meet nor hold any communication
under the fanftion of his fucceflor Mr. B-nf-n,
in thort, the brethren were firuck with a Lethargy
which feemed to threaten the London lodges with
a final difilution,

Notwithftanding this ftate of inactivity in Lon-
don, the lodges in the country, particularly in
Seotland and at York, kept up their antient for-
malities, cuftoms and ufages, without alteration,
adding or diminifhing, to this hour, from whence
they may juftly be called the moft antient &e.

About the year 1717 fome jovous companions,
who had paffed the degree of a eraft, (though very
rufty) r:glved to form a lodge for themifelves, in
order (by converfation) to recollect what had been
formerly dictated to them, or if that {hould be
found impradticable, to fubftitute fomething new,
which might for the fure paf for mafonry
among(t themfelves. At this meeting the queftion
was alked, whether any perfon in the affembly
knew the Mafter’s part, and being anfwered in
the negative, it was refolved, nem. con. that the
deficiency thould be made up with a new compo-
fition, and what fragments of the old order found

( i )

Anderfon fays) neglected the lodges. ‘The
Dotor’s affertion is certainly true, and I will
endeavour to do juftice unto the memory of Sir
Chriftopher, by relating the real caufe of fuch
negle¢t. The famous Sir Chriftopher Wren,
Knight, (Mafter of Ans formerly of Wadham
college, Profeflor of aftronomy at Grefham and
Oxford, Doftor of the civil law, Prefident of the
royal fociety, grand mafter of the moft antient
and honourable fraternity of free and accepted
mafons, architet to the crown, who built moft
of the churches in London, laid the firft ftone of
the glorious cathedral of St. Paul, and lived to
finith it.) having ferved the crown upwards of
fifty years, was (at the age: of ninety) difplaced
from employment, in favour of Mr. William
B-nf-n, who was made {urveyor of the buildin

&', to his Majelly King G the ﬁ:ﬁg..
The firlt {pecimen of Mr. B-af-n’s {kill in archi-
teCture was a report made to the houfe of Lords,
that their houfe and the painted chamber adjoining
were in immediate danger of falling ; whereupon
the Lords met in a committee, to appoint fome
other place to fit in, while the houfe (hould be
taken down.  But it being propofed to caufe fome
other builders firit to infpec it, they found it in
very good condition. The Lords, upon this, were
going upon an_ addrefs to the king, againit the
modern architect, for fuch a miﬁ'cprcfcnbatj.ou, but
the Earl of Sunderlapd, then fecretary, gave them
an aflurance that his majeity would remove him.

(xxx )

amongft them, thould be immediately reformed
and made more pliable to the humours of the
. Hence it was ordered, that every perfon
Egng the time of his initiation) fhould wear
boots, i_'purs, a fword and fpegtacles. That every
apprentice (geing and coming from work) (hould
carry the Plumb rule upon hisright fide, con
to the antients, That every fellow ¢raft [h::ﬁ
carry the level upon his left fide, and not upon his
right fide, as the antients did. And that every
perfon, dignified with the title of a maffer mafon,
fhould wear a fquare pendant to his right leg.
It was alfo th:pq:ght expedient to abolith . the oﬁl
cuftom of ftudying Geometry in the lodge, and
fome of the youligimthren made it appear, that
a good knife and fork in the hands of a dexterous
brother (over proper materials) would give greatef
fatisfaction, and add more to the rotundity of the
lodge, than the beft feale and compafs in Europe,
and farthermore added, that a line, a (quare, a'pa-
rallelogram, a rhombus, a rhom)bﬂides, a triangle,
a trapezium, a circle, a femicircle, a quadrant,
a parabola, a cube, a parallelopipedon, a prifm,
a pyramid, a cylinder, a cone, a prifincid, a cy-
lindroid, a fphere, a fpheroid, a parabolick, fru-
ftrums, fegments, polygons, cllipiis and irregular
figures of all forts m%fzt be drawn and reprefented
upon Bread, Beef, Mutton, Fowls, Pies &¢. as
demonftratively as upon flates or theets of paper ;
and that the ufe of the globes might be taught
and explained as clearly and briefly upon twq
bottles, as upon Mr. Senex's globes of 28 inches
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diameter ; and we are told, that from this imis
provement proceeded the laudable cuftom of
charging to a public health at every third fentence
that is {poke m the lodge. There was another
old cuftom that gave umbrage to the young archi-
tets, i. e. the wearing of aprons, which made
the tlemen look like.fo many mechanicks,
therefore it was propofed, that no brother (for the
future) fhould wear an apron. This propofal
was rejeted by the .'.».'Ic]ttlil:m.ﬁI members, who de-
clared, that the aprons were all the figns of ma-
fonry then remaining amongft them, and for that
reafon they would keep and wear them. It was
then propofed, . that fas they were refolved to
wear aprons) they thould be turned upfide down,
in order to avoid appearing mechanical. This
propofal took place and an{wered the defign, for
that, which was formerly the lower part, was now
faftened round the abdomen, and the bib and
ftrings hung downwards, dangling in fuch manner
as might convince the fpettators, that there was
not a working mafon amongft them,

Agreeable as this alteration might feem to the
gentlemen, neverthelefs it was attended with an
ugly circumftance: for, in taverfing the lodge,
the brethren were fubject to tread upon the firings,
which often caufed them to fall with great violence,
fo that it was thought nec , to invent feveral
methods of walking, in order to avoid treading
upon the ftrings. In brief, every meetin 0=
dti:go&-an additisli or a palinody, ryﬂmmgﬁ opl]icr

( xxxiii ) -

munication of the members, a thing contrary to-
all the private and public rules of mafonry: . all

implements of war and bloodfhed being confined
to the lodge door, from the day that the flaming

fword was placed in the Eaft of the garden of

Eden, to the day that the fagacious modern placed

his grand fword of State in the midft of his lodge.

.Nor is it uncommon for a tyler to receive ten or
twelve fhillings for drawing two fign polls with

- chalk &, angawriling Jamaica rum upon one, and
Barbadoes rom upon the other, and all this (I

&g]:;ﬁ} for no other ufe, than to diftinguith

thefe liquors are to be placed in the lodge.

‘There are many other unconflitutional pro-l-
ceedings, which (to avoid giving offence) I pafs’
over in filence. And hope; that I thall live tat
fee a general conformity and univerfal ‘unity’
between the worthy mafens of all denominations.
This is the moft earneft wifhes and ardent prayers:
of; o

GeNTLEMEN and BRETHREN,
Tour mofl fincere friend,
" Obedient Jervant,

and faithful brotber,

Lavrence DermoTT, Secretary.

{ xxxii )

things they feized on the ftone mafons Arms, #
which that good natured company has permitted
them to wear to this day, for which reafon feveral
of the brethren have turned their aprons in the
old fafhion, and affect to immitate the operative
mafons.” .And it is pleafant enough, to fee fixty
or feventy able men about a little Lewis and cap-
ftan &c. erefted upon a mahogany platform
(purchafed at an extravagant price) alrﬁnplu}wd
in raifing a little fquare piece of marble, which
the weakeft man in company could take between
his finger and thumb ahd throw it over the houfe;

I have the greateft veneration for fuch imple-
ments as are truly emblematical or ufeful in refin-
ing our moral notions, and I am well convinced
that the cuftom and ufe of them in lodges are both
antrent and inftructive, but at the fame time I
abhor and deteit the unconititutional fopperies of
cunning avaricious tradefmen, invented and intro-
duced amongft the moderns with no otheér defi
but to extract large fums of money, which ought
to be applied to more noble and charitable ules:
There is now in my neighbourhood a large piece
of iron ferole work, ornamented with foliape &,
painted and gilt (the whole at an incredible ex-
pence) and placed before the mafter's chair, with
a gigantic fword fixed therein, during the com-

) munication

- ive or flone m re the ot
in [,;rn:;m;rvwm in:orpmah; Char?:slrl_hzaim? y
and have a hall’ in Bafinghall ftreet, the number of their
livery men about {eventy, and the livery fine five pounds,

( xxxiv )

[

N. B. Thefree mafons armsin the upper part
of the frontis piece of this book, was found in the:
colleétion of the famous and' learned hebrewift,
architect and brother, Rabi Jacob Jehudah Leon.
This gentleman, at the requeft of the ftates of
Holland, built a model of Solomon's temple.
The defign of this undertaking was: to- build a
temple in Holland, but upon futveying the model-
it was adjudged, thdt the united provinces wera
not rich enough to pay for - it; whereupon the
States generoully beftowed: the model” upen the
huilder, notwithitanding they had already paid’
him his demand, which was very great. This
model was exhibited to public view (by authority)
at- Paris and Vienna, and afterwards in' Eondon,
by a patent under the great féal of England, and’
figned Killigrew.in the reign- of King Charles the

. At the fame time, Jacob Judahi Leen'
publithed a defeription of the tabernacle- and’ the!
temple, and dedicated it to his Majelty; and-in
the years 1759 and 1760 I had the pleafure of
ﬁuﬁng and examining both thefe curiofities,

e arms are emblazoned thus, quarterly per
fquares, counterchanged Vert. Inthe firit quarter
Azure a lyon.rampant-Or, in the- fecond guarter
Or, an ox paffant fable; in the third quarter Or,
2 man with hends- erect, proper robed, crimfon
and ermin ; in the fourth quarter Azure, an eagle
difplayed, QOr; Creft,-the holy ark of the cove-
nant, proper, fupported by Cherubims. Motto,
Kodes la Adonai, i e. Helinefs to t}]c Lord.
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To this 1 leave to add whntlhnrmd Asthnﬁwerethearmsufmcmafmsthatbuﬂt
concerning arms, ‘the tabernacle and the temple, there is not the

leaft doubt of their being the proper arms of the
The learned Spencer fays; the Ehmﬂnmhﬂ molt antient and honourable fraternity of free and
the face of 2 man, the wings of aneagle; thebuels accepted mafons, and the continual practice,
and mane of a lion, and.the feet of a calfl Illai formalities and tradition, in allmt:‘%u]ar lodges,
Lty& Hebr, b: 3 diffi. 5. o2, : from the lowelt degree to the igh, i. e.-
" Tur Hory RovaL ArcH, confirms truth

Tluprop]mEzehrl fays, they had fuur fntmr, hereof,

& man, alion, an ox, and an eagle.

When the Ifraelites were in the wildernefs, and -
encam in four cohorts, the ftandard of the
tribe of Judah carried a lion, the tribe of Ephraim )
an ox, the tribe of Ruben a man, and the tribe : :
of Dan an eagle; thofe four flandards compofed - : ;
a Chegbim ; therefore God chofe to fit upon ' ’
Cherubims bearing ‘the forms of thofe animals,:
to fignify, that he was the leader and king of the : '
cohorts of the Ifraelites. Trad. of the Heb. . :

Bochart fays, that they reprefented the nature .
and miniftry of angels, by the lion’s form is figni- , .
fied their ftrength, generofity and majefty; by
that of the ox, their conftancy and affiduity in .
executing the commands of God ; by their human
fhape their humanity and kindnefs; and by that
of the eagle, their agility and fpeed. Bocﬁar: S
db ahimall fborn P, 1. ' _ AHIMAN

The transcription following below is from the 1855 Uniform American Edition of the Ahiman Rezon, pages 13-23
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A PHILACTERIA FOR SUCH GENTLEMEN, AS MAY BE INCLINED TO BECOME FREEMASONS.
GENTLEMEN,

If the love of knowledge, interest, company, or dear curiosity, should take possession of any corner of your heads or hearts, and
work you up to a desire of becoming Freemasons; in such case, | beg leave to offer my service as your guide to the Lodge door: this
proposal, will not | hope be disagreeable to you, considering that | am the first person that ever offered assistance in this manner.
But, before we set out, it is necessary that you carefully examine whether you are properly equipt for such an undertaking.

To this end, be it known to you gentlemen, that in every warranted Lodge they have the following order, viz.

"Any person desirous of being made a Freemason in the Lodge, shall be proposed by a member thereof, that is to say, his name,
age, description of his person, title, or trade and place of residence; that such proposal shall be made in Lodge hours * at least one
Lodge night before the initiation, in order, that the brethren may have sufficient time and opportunity to make a strict enquiry into the
morals, character and circumstances of the candidate; and the brother that proposes him shall at the same time deposit such a sum
of the candidate's money as the majority shall think sufficient, not less than one crown to insure the Lodge that the candidate will
attend according to the proposal. And if the Lodge approve his person, age, character and circumstances, and therefore initiate him
into the mystery, &o., he shall pay whatsoever sum the brethren shall think proper not less than two guineas, and cloath the Lodge +
if required.

* That is from the vernal to the autumnal equinox, between seven and ten o'clock in the evening, and from the autumnal to the
vernal equinox, following, between six and nine o'clock.

+ By clothing is meant white aprons and gloves, not only for every member in the Lodge, but also for all their wives and
sweethearts.

But if the Lodge think the candidate unworthy, and refuse to make him, his money shall be faithfully returned to him; but, in case the
Lodge approve his person and character, &c., and he refuse to be made, then shall he forfeit his money for the benefit of distressed
Freemasons. And it is hereby ordered and declared, that no person is capable of becoming a member of the Lodge, but such as are
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of mature age, upright in body and limbs, free from bondage, has the senses of a man, and is endowed with an estate, office, trade,
occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an honest and reputable livelihood, as becomes the members of this most ancient and
honourable fraternity.*

By this regulation you see that the Freemasons will make a strict, though private enquiry into your character and ability: And
therefore | advise you to be as circumspect on your side. Perhaps, you may think that it will be impossible for you to distinguish the
good from bad, amongst a people who make it their peculiar study to keep all things secret. Let not such a thought discourage you,
when | assure you, that you have a faithful guide, who has made Freemasonry both ancient and modern, his constant study for
twenty years past, and thinks it a duty incumbent on him, to give you these instructions.

In the first place, when you intend to be made a Freemason, go with your friend to the Lodge, and desire him to shew you the
warrant or dispensation by which the Lodge is held; that is to say, an instrument printed or written upon parchment and signed by
some noble Grand Master, his Deputy and Grand Wardens, and Grand Secretary, and sealed with their Grand Lodge seal, &c.,
constituting and appointing particular persons therein named, as Master and Wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a
Lodge at such a place, and therein make and admit Freemasons, according to the most ancient and honourable custom of the royal
craft, in all ages and nations throughout the known world, with full power and authority to nominate, chose and install their
successors, &c. When they produce this authority or warrant, then call for the By-Laws, and having seriously perused them,
consider whether your natural disposition will incline you to be conformable to them. Next call for the roll or list of the members,
where you may find the names of some of your intimate and most esteemed friends, or perhaps the names of such other of your
acquaintance as you would not chose to associate with. If these researches

* To this | beg leave to add a word or two; The persons to whom | now speak, are the men of some education and an honest
character, but in low circumstances; | say, let them first consider their income and families, and know that Freemasonry requires
ability, attendance, and a good appearance to maintain and support its ancient and honourable grandeur. Be it also remembered,
that they have no title to the general charity, until they prove, that they have been formerly in reputable, at least, in tolerable
circumstances.

prove agreeable, then you may venture to lay down the deposite money, (as it is called) but if they do not produce the Grand
Master's authority by warrant or dispensation, you are to look upon them not only as the magma of Freemasons, but the very dregs
of mankind, who (under the cloak of brotherly love) are ever upon the watch for an opportunity to pick your pockets, and make you
contemptible into the bargain.* Doubtless you will wonder how, or by what means, such abandoned wretches got admittance into a
Fraternity which boast of so much honour and virtue, as to level themselves with kings and princes, especially, if they adhere strictly
to the foregoing regulation. To this | answer, that some of the Landlords, + where the Lodges are held, do often recommend persons
to be made Freemasons, and that the lucrative view takes place (too often) where impartiality, honesty and virtue ought to be the
points of sight. That others have stood the test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well for many years, and afterwards fell into all
manner of vices, which serves to shew the instability and weakness of mankind, and that all the doctrine and laws upon earth
(without the grace of God) is not sufficient to make men wise or deter them from evil. Nevertheless (in the system of Freemasonry)
there are many ways to mend the manners, polish the disposition, correct the judgment, and refine the taste of a soul virtuously
inclined. And as the number of good and wise Freemasons have always greatly exceeded that of the foolish and wicked, it would be
as absurd to condemn the whole for part, as it would be in the Jews to condemn Shem and Japhet for the curse brought upon Ham;
or the Christians, to condemn the eleven apostles, because Judas turned traitor. But this is not altogether the business of a guide,
therefore | beg leave to re-assume my proper character, and earnestly desire you to shun Mason Clubs, that is to say, Lodges
formed without authority, for you may rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally composed of excluded members, or persons
clandestinely made by them, and consequently incapable of giving proper instructions to their pupils. Or admit them capable of
giving proper instructions, even then; the new brethren will be led in the dark, because it is the interest of the rebel party to conceal
the essentials of the craft, which, if revealed, must of course prove themselves to be villains. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into
such hands, | earnestly beg of you, to have no communication with any Lodge or set of men under the denomination of a
Freemasons Lodge, until they produce the Grand Master's authority, signed and sealed

« For a confirmation hereof read the eighth Regulation, (page 58) where it is ordered, that no person so made, nor any concerned in
making him, shall be a Grand Officer, nor an Officer of any particular Lodge, nor shall any such partake of the general charity, if they
should come to want it.

+1 do not charge landlords in general with such evil proceedings, because | know many of them that abhor sinister views, and
would sacrifice all pecuniary interest, before they would break through any of the sacred rules or orders of the craft.

as before mentioned. But having produced such authority, you may then enter in the name of the God! where you will be acquainted
with mysteries, which are not permitted to be revealed by a guide, especially out of the Lodge: And if after such enterance or
admission you find that | have missed you, | do hereby give you full liberty to expose me as a blind guide &c., but if experience
teach you, that my instructions as well as my intentions were just, then | hope you will do me the honour of calling me a faithful
brother. And that the God of all light and truth, who is the giver of all good gifts and graces may bless, prosper, and direct you, in all
your public and private, lawful, undertakings, is the hearty prayer of,

GENTLEMEN,
Your faithful and obedient servant,
LAURENCE DERMOTT.

[The following Philacteria is not in the first Edition.—Ep. Lizeany.]



Having taken my leave of the strangers, | now beg leave to address myself to
the GENTLEMEN OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRATERNITY.

GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN.

SEVERAL eminent craftsmen residing in Scotland, Ireland, America and other parts both abroad and at home, have greatly
importuned me, to give them some account of what is called modern Masonry in London. | cannot be displeased with such
importunities, because | had the like curiosity myself, about sixteen or seventeen years ago, when | was first introduced into that
society. However, before | proceed any farther concerning the difference between ancient and modern, | think it my duty, to declare
solemnly before God and man, that | have not the least antipathy against the gentlemen members of the modern society; but, on the
contrary, love and respect them, because | have found the generality of them to be hearty cocks and good fellows (as the
bacchanalian phrase is) and many of them | believe to be worthy of receiving every blessing that good men can ask or heaven
bestow. | hope that this declaration will acquit me of any design of giving offence, especially if the following queries and answers be
rightly considered. ,

Quere 1st. Whether Freemasonry, as practised in ancient Lodges, is universal?
Answer. Yes.

2d. Whether what is called modern Masonry is universal?

Answer. No.

3d. Whether there is any material difference between the ancient and modern?

Answer. A great deal, because an ancient Mason can not only make himself known to his brother, but in case of necessity can
discover his very thoughts to him, in the presence of a modern, without being able to distinguish that either of them are Freemasons.

4th. Whether a modern Mason may, with safety, communicate all his secrets to an ancient Mason?
Answer. Yes.

5th. Whether an ancient Mason may, with the like safety, communicate all his secrets, to a modern Mason, without further
ceremony?

Answer. No. For as a Science comprehends an Art, (‘though an art cannot comprehend a science) even so ancient Masonry
contains every thing valuable amongst the moderns, as well as many other things that cannot be revealed without additional
ceremonies.

6th. Whether a person, made in the modern manner, and not after the ancient custom of the craft, has a right to be called Free and
Accepted, according to the intent and meaning of the words?

Answer. His being unqualified to appear in a Master's Lodge, according to the universal system of Masonry, renders the appellation
improper.

7th. Whether it is possible to initiate or introduce a modern Mason into a Royal Arch Lodge (the very essence of Masonry) without
making him go through the ancient ceremonies.

Answer. No.

8th. What Art or Science has been introduced and practised in London without receiving the least improvement?
Answer. Freemasonry.

9th. Whether the present members of modern Lodges are blameable for deviating so much from the old Landmarks?

Answer. No. Because the innovation was made in the reign of king George the first, and the new form was delivered as orthodox to
the present members.

10th. Therefore as it is natural for each party, to maintain the orthadoxy of their Masonical preceptors. How shall we distinguish the
original and most useful system 1

Answer. The number of ancient Masons, compared with the moderns, being as ninety-nine to one proves the universality of the old
order, and the utility thereof appears by the love and respect shewn to the brethren, in consequence of their superior abilities in
conversing with, and distinguishing the Masons of all countries and denominations, a circumstance, peculiar to ancient Masons.

| am so well acquainted with the truth of what | have just now inserted, that | am not in the least apprehensive of being contradicted.
But if any person should hereafter labour under the spirit of opposition, | shall (even then) be contented, as | am sure of having the
majority upon my side.

Therefore, in order to satisfy the importunities of my good Brethren (particularly the Right Worshipful and very worthy gentlemen of
America, who for their charitable disposition, prudent choice of members and good conduct in general, deserve the unanimous
thanks and applause of the Masonical world) be it known, that the innovation, already mentioned, arose upon the fall of a Grand
Master, namely Sir Christopher Wren, who (as Doctor Anderson says) neglected the Lodges. The Doctor's assertion is certainly
true, and | will endeavour to do justice unto the memory of Sir Christopher, by relating the real cause of such neglect. The famous
Sir Christopher Wren, Knight, (Master of Arts formerly of Wadham college, Professor of astronomy at Gresham and Oxford, Doctor
of the civil law, President of the Royal Society, Grand Master of the most ancient and honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons, architect to the crown, who built most of the churches in London, laid the first stone of the glorious cathedral of St. Paul,
and lived to finish it,) having served the crown upwards of fifty years, was (at the age of ninety) displaced from employment, in



favour of Mr. William B-ns-n, who was made surveyor of the buildings, &c. to his Majesty King George the first. The first specimen of
Mr. B-ns-n's skill in architecture was a report made to the house of Lords, that their house and the painted chamber adjoining were
in immediate danger of falling; whereupon the Lords met in a committee, to appoint some other place to sit in, while the house
should be taken down. But it being proposed to cause some other builders first to inspect it, they found it in very good condition. The
Lords, upon this, were going upon an address to the king, against the modern architect, for such a misrepresentation, but the Earl of
Sunderland, then Secretary,' gave them an assurance that his Majesty would remove him.

Such usage, added to Sir Christopher's great age, was more than enough to make him decline all public assemblies. And the
Master Masons then in London were so much disgusted at the treatment of their old and excellent Grand Master, that they would
not meet nor hold any communication under the sanction of his successor Mr. B-ns-u, in short, the brethren were struck with a
Lethargy which seemed to threaten the London Lodges with a final dissolution.

Notwithstanding this state of inactivity in London, the Lodges in the country, particularly in Scotland and at York, kept up their
ancient formalities, customs and usages, without alteration, adding or diminishing, to this hour, from whence they may justly be
called the most ancient, &c.

About the year 1717, some joyous companions, who had passed the degree of a craft, (though very rusty) resolved to form a Lodge
for themselves, in order (by conversation) to recollect what had been formerly dictated to them, or if that should be found
impracticable, to substitute something new, which might for the future pass for Masonry amongst themselves. At this meeting the
question was asked, whether any person in the assembly knew the Master's part, and being answered in the negative, it was
resolved, nem. con. that the deficiency should be made up with a new composition, and what fragments of the old order found
amongst them, should be immediately reformed and made more pliable to the humours of the people. Hence it was ordered, that
every person during the time of his initiation, should wear boots, spurs, a sword and spectacles.— That every apprentice going and
coming from work, should carry the plumb rule upon his right side, contrary to the ancients. That every fellow craft should carry the
level upon his left side, and not upon his right side, as the ancients did. And that every person, dignified with the title of a Master
Mason, should wear a square pendant to his right leg.

It was also thought expedient to abolish the old custom of studying Geometry in the Lodge, and some of the young brethren made it
appear, that, a good knife and fork in the hands of a dexterous brother, over proper materials would give greater satisfaction, and
add more to the rotundity of the Lodge, than the best scale and compass in Europe, and furthermore added, that a line, a square, a
parallelogram, a rhombus, a rhomboides, a triangle, a trapezium, a circle, a semicircle, a quadrant, a parabola, a cube, a
parallelopipedon, a prism, a pyramid, a cylinder, a cone, a prismoid, a cylindroid, a sphere, a spheroid, a parabolick, frustrums,
segments, polygons, ellipsis and irregular figures of all sorts might be drawn and represented upon bread, beef, mutton, fowls, pies,
&c., as demonstratively as upon slates or sheets of paper; and that the use of the globes might be taught and explained as clearly
and briefly upon two bottles, as upon Mr. Senex's globes of twenty-eight inches diameter; and we are told, that from this
improvement proceeded the laudable custom of charging to a public health at every third sentence that is spoke in the Lodge. There
was another old custom that gave umbrage to the young architects, i. e. the wearing of aprons, which made the gentlemen look like
so many mechanics, therefore it was proposed, that no brother for the future, should wear an apron.— This proposal was rejected
by the oldest members, who declared, that the aprons were all the signs of Masonry then remaining amongst them, and for that
reason they would keep and wear them. It was then proposed, that, as they were resolved to wear aprons, they should be turned
upside down, in order to avoid appearing mechanical. This proposal took place and answered the design, for that, which was
formerly the lower part, was now fastened round the abdomen, and the bib and strings hung downwards, dangling in such manner
as might convince the spectators, that there was not a working Mason among them.

Agreeable as this alteration might seem to the gentlemen, nevertheless it was attended with an ugly circumstance: for, in traversing
the Lodge, the brethren were subject to tread upon the strings, which often caused them to fall with great violence, so that it was
thought necessary, to invent several methods of walking, in order to avoid treading upon the strings. In brief, every meeting
produced an addition or a palinody. Amongst other things they seized on the stone Masons Arms,* which that good natured
company has permitted them to wear to this day, for which reason several of the brethren have turned their aprons in the old
fashion, and affect to imitate the operative Masons. And it is pleasant enough, to see sixty or seventy able men about a little Lewis
and capstan, &c. erected upon a mahogany platform (purchased at an extravagant price,) all employed in raising a little square
piece of marble, which the weakest man in company could take between his finger and thumb and throw it over the house.

| have the greatest veneration for such implements as are truly emblematical or useful in refining our moral
notions, and | am well convinced that the custom and use of them in Lodges are both ancient and instructive,
but at the same time | abhor and detest the unconstitutional fopperies of cunning avaricious tradesmen,
invented and introduced amongst the moderns with no other design-but to extract large sums of money, which
ought to be applied to more noble and charitable uses.

There is now in my neighbourhood a large piece of iron scrole work, ornamented with foliage, &c., painted and
gilt, (the whole at an incredible expense) and placed before the Master's chair, with a gigantic sword fixed
therein, during the communication of the members, a thing contrary to all the private and public rules of
Masonry: all implements of war and bloodshed being confined to the Lodge door, from the day that the flaming
sword was placed in the East of the garden of Eden, to the day that the sagacious modern placed his grand
sword of State in the midst of his Lodge. Nor is it uncommon for a Tyler to receive ten or twelve shillings for
drawing two sign posts with chalk, &c., and writing Jamaica rum upon one, and Barbadoes rum upon the other,
and all this, | suppose for no other use, than to distinguish where these liquors are to be placed in the Lodge. /

There are many other unconstitutional proceedings, which, to avoid giving offence, | pass over in silence. And hope, that | shall live
to see a general conformity and universal unity between the worthy Masons of all denominations. This is the most earnest wishes
and ardent prayers of,



GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN.
Your most sincere friend,
Obedient servant,
and faithful brother,
LAURENCE DERMOTT, Secretary.

* The operative or stone Masons are the 30th company in London, they were incorporated by Charles the second, and have a hall in
Basinghall street, the number of their livery men about seventy, and the livery fine five pounds.

N. B. The Freemasons arms in the upper part of the frontispiece of this book, was found in the collection of the famous and learned
hebrewist, architect and brother, Rabi Jacob Jehudah Leon. This gentleman, at the request of the states of Holland, built a model of
Solomon's temple. The design of this undertaking was to build a temple in Holland, but upon surveying the model it was adjudged,
that the united provinces were not rich enough to pay for it; whereupon the States generously bestowed the model upon the builder,
notwithstanding they had already paid him his demand, which was very great. This model was exhibited to public view, by authority,
at Paris and Vienna, and afterwards in London, by a patent under the great seal of England, and signed Killigrew in the reign of king
Charles the second. At the same time, Jacob Judah Leon published a description of the tabernacle and the temple, and dedicated it
to his Majesty, and in the years 1759 and 1760 | had the pleasure of perusing and examining both these curiosities. The arms are
emblazoned thus, quarterly per squares, counterchanged Vert. In the ficst quarter Azure a Lyon rampant Or, in the second quarter
Or, an ox passant sable; in the third quarter Or; a man with hands erect, proper robed, crimson and ermine; in the fourth quarter
Azure, an eagle displayed, Or. Crest, the holy ark of the the covenant, proper, supported by Cherubims. Motto, Kodes la

Adonai, i. e. Holiness to the Lord.

To this | beg leave to add what | have read concerning these arms.

The learned Spencer says, the Cherubims had the face of a man, the wings of an eagle, the back and mane of a lion, and the feet of
a calf.— De Legib. Hebr. lib. 3. diss. 5. ch. 2.

The prophet Ezekiel says, they had four forms, a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle.

When the Israelites were in the wilderness, and encamped in four cohorts, the standard of the tribe of Judah carried a lion, the tribe
of Ephraim an ox, the tribe of Ruben a man, and the tribe of Dan an eagle; those four standards composed a Cherubim; therefore
God chose to sit upon Cherubims bearing the forms of those animals, to signify, that he was the leader and king of the cohorts of
the Isralites. Trad, of the Hebrew.

Bochart says, that they represented the nature and ministry of angels, by the lion's form is signified their strength, generosity and
majesty; by that of the ox, their constancy and assiduity in executing the commands of God; by their human shape their humanity
and kindness; and by that of the eagle, their agility and speed. Bochart de animal, sacr. P. 1.

Aa these were the arms of the Masons that built the tabernacle and the temple, there is not the least doubt of their being the proper
arms of the most ancient and honourable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, and the continual practice, formalities and
tradition, in all regular Lodges, from the lowest degree to the most high, i. e. THE HoLY ROYAL ARCH, confirms the truth hereof.

[The foregoing from page 13, is not in the first Edition of Dermott, and neither the frontispiece to which the above note refers.—
ED. LIBRARY.]
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